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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in sectbn 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-16, 21-27, 36-56 and 67-69 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Cooper et a! (6,754,904) in view of Zenith (6,519,771). 

As to claims 1-4, note the Cooper reference figures 5-7 and 11-12, discloses 
information network users of television programming viewed by other network users and 
further discloses a client device, comprising: 

A connection interface (Communication Card 'CC 514) operable to connect to a 
server (Server 506) through a network (Internet, figs.5 and col.3, line 57-col.4, line 27); 

A receiver (Set top box 'STB' 500) operable to receive content data for displaying 
content (col.3, line 57-col.4, line 27); 

A data storage unit (STB-500 storage unit) operable to store icon identification 
data sets (one or more graphic images links, banner, etc., col .4, lines 28-49 and TV- 
enhanced overlays 520, 820, 1110, etc.,) that each responds to a different Icon (fig.5, 
11-12, col.4, lines 22-27, col.6, lines 24-29 and col.7, lines 4-38); 

A display unit (TV-502) operable to display the content based on the content 
data, and to display icon buttons (Selectable text 1 104-1108, one or more graphic 
images links, banner, etc.,) that represent the Icons (col. 7, lines 4-38); 
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A selection unit (User Input Device) enabling a first user to select a desired one 
of the icon buttons (col.4, lines 22-33, col.5, lines 54-62, col.6, lines 40-57 and col.7, 
lines 4-59) and 

A transmitter (CC-514) operable to transmit a request to the sever (Server 
506/1204), the request including the Icon identification data set that coresponds to the 
icon represented by the selected icon button, and a command that the server transmit 
the icon identification data set to another client device connected to the server (coL7, 
lines 4-59) and further teaches clients exchanging messages to enable clients to tune to 
the same program on different station depending on geographical locations (figs.6-7, 
coL4, line 28-col.5, line 62). 

Cooper fails to explicitly teach storing icon identification data sets and where the 
transmitted request to another client device via the server includes icon identification 
data set that corresponds to the icon represented by the selected icon button 

However, note the Zenith reference figures 1 and 4-7, discloses system for 
interactive chat without a keyboard where a client devices stores selectable icon 
identification data sets, for various communications such as: responses to a comment, 
displays a result of responses or answers, advertisements, etc., where the icons are 
transmitted over a network (Internet) via a server, and superimposed on the content at 
other clients and enables communications between clients via the server without the 
use of a keyboard and further transmits voice or video messages (col.5, lines 21-52, 
col.6, lines 4-45, line 64-col.7, line 27). 
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Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to incorporate the teaching of Zenith into the system of Cooper in order 
to enable a user to participate in a chat by using a pointing device, to interact to icons or 
objects on the display interface to communicate messages to other clients, instead of a 
keyboard. 

As to claims 5-6, Cooper further discloses where the displays a buddy list 
superimposed over the content, the buddy list indicating on-line status of other client 
devices connected to the server and where the display unit switches from display of the 
buddy list to display of a visual due that is smaller than the buddy list, the visual clue 
indicating on-line status of the other client devices connected to the server (col.4, lines 
7-41, col.6, lines 14-17 and col.7, lines 4-59). 

Claims 7-1 1 are met as previously discussed with respect to claim 1-4. 

Claims 12-16 are met as previously discussed with respect to claim 1-4. 

Claims 21-22 are met as previously discussed with respect to claim 1-4. 

As to claims 24-27, note the Cooper reference figures 5-7 and 11-12, discloses 
information network users of television programming viewed by other network users and 
further discloses a method of interactive television communication between a plurality of 
client devices connected to a server through a network, comprising: 

(Server 506/1204) Receiving over the network from the client devices (Set top 
box 'STB' 500) information of a television viewing status of the client device (figs.5-7, 
11,12, col.3, line 56-col.4, line 27 and col.6, lines 24-57); 
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(Server 506/1204) Preparing a buddy list of client devices for one of the client 
devices, the buddy list including the inforniation on the television viewing status of the 
client devices in the buddy list (fig.1 1, col.6, lines 14-17, lines 40-57 and col.7, lines 4- 
28): 

(Server 506/1204) Sending the information on the television viewing status of the 
client devices in the buddy list over the network to the one client device (col.7, lines 4- 
47): 

Cooper for teaches receiving request over the network from the one client device 
to execute a message to a particular client device in the buddy list and sends the 
message including identification data corresponding to the desired message to the 
particular client device on the buddy list (col.7, lines 4-59) and further teaches clients 
exchanging messages to enable clients to tune to the same program on different station 
depending on geographical locations (one or more graphic images, figs.5-6 and col.4, 
line 28-COI.5, line 62). 

Cooper fails to explicitly teach sending icon identification data corresponding to a 
desired icon over the network to a particular client device in the buddy list. 

However, note the Zenith reference figures 1 and 4-7, discloses system for 
interactive chat without a keyboard where a client devices stores selectable icon 
identification data sets, for various communications such as: responses to a comment, 
displays a result of responses or answers, advertisements, etc., where the icons are 
transmitted over a network (Internet) via a server, and superimposed on the content at 
other clients and enables communications between clients via the server without the 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/051 ,673 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2623 

use of a keyboard and further transmits voice or video messages (col .5, lines 21-52, 
col .6, lines 4-45, line 64-col.7, line 27). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill In the art at the time 
of the invention to incorporate the teaching of Zenith into the system of Cooper in order 
to enable a user to participate In a chat by using a pointing device, to interact to icons or 
objects on the display interface to communicate messages to other clients, instead of a 
keyboard. 

Claims 36-37 are met as previously discussed with respect to claims 24-27. 

As to claim 38, Cooper further discloses where the information on the TV viewing 
status includes information Indicating which of the client devices in the buddy list are 
displaying the same TV programs (col .4, line 28-col.5, line 1+ and col .7, lines 4-59). 

Claims 39-41 are met as previously discussed with respect to claims 24-27. 

Claims 42-49 are met as previously discussed with respect to claims 24-27. 

As to claims 50-56, note the Cooper reference figures 5-7 and 11-12, discloses 
information network users of television programming viewed by other network users and 
further discloses a method of interactive television communication between a plurality of 
client devices connected to a server through a network, comprising: 

Receiving (Set top box 'STB' 500) content data at a first one of the client devices; 
(fig.5-6 and col.3, line 57-col.4, line 27); 

Displaying (TV-502) the content the content data received at the first one of the 
client devices; displaying icon buttons (one or more graphic images, col.4, lines 28-49 
and TV-enhanced overlays 520, 820, 1110, etc.,) each representing a different Icon (col. 
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7, lines 4-38); selecting one of the icon buttons representing a desired icon (col .4, lines 
22-33, col.5. lines 54-62, col.6, lines 40-57 and col.7, lines 4-59); 

Sending a request from the first one of the client devices to the server, the 
request instructing that the desired icon be executed at another one of the client 
devices; receiving the request at the server over the network; sending icon identification 
data coresponding to the desired icon over the network to the another one of the client 
devices; receiving the icon identification data at the another one of the client device; and 
executing the desired icon at the another one of the client devices based on the icon 
identification data (col.4, line 28-col.5, line 62 and col.7, lines 4-59). 

Cooper fails to explicitly teach sending icon identification data con^esponding to a 
desired icon over the network to another one of the client devices and executing the 
desired icon at another one of the client device. 

However, note the Zenith reference figures 1 and 4-7, discloses system for 
interactive chat without a keyboard where a client devices stores selectable icon 
identification data sets, for various communications such as: responses to a comment, 
displays a result of responses or answers, advertisements, etc., where the icons are 
transmitted over a network (Internet) via a server, and superimposed on the content at 
other clients and enables communications between clients via the server without the 
use of a keyboard and further transmits voice or video messages (col.5, lines 21-52, 
col.6, lines 4-45, line 64-col.7, line 27). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to incorporate the teaching of Zenith into the system of Cooper in order 
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to enable a user to participate in a chat by using a pointing device, to interact to icons or 
objects on the display interface to communicate messages to other clients, instead of a 
keyboard. 

Claims 67-69 are met as previously discussed with respect to claims 50-56. 

3. Claims 1 7-20, 28-35 and 57-66 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as 
being unpatentable over Cooper et al (6,754,904) in view of Zenith (6,519,771) as 
applied to claims 15, 25 and 55 above, and further in view of DeWeese et al 
(2005/0262542). 

As to claims 17-20, Cooper teaches providing EPG to the STB from the Internet 
server using the STB billing address (col.5, lines 28-33, Cooper as modified by Zenith, 
fail to explicitly teach where the content is pay content, PPV, VCD, discounting fees for 
the pay content, providing incentive points, receiving agreement to pay information from 
a particular client device. 

However, note the DeWeese reference figures 1-3, discloses s TV chat system 
which includes pay content, such as PPV and other payment content (page 3, [0051] 
and [0076]). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to incorporate the teaching of DeWeese into the system of Cooper as 
modified by Zenith to provide various billing and payment services to enable users to 
chose services that meet their needs and further to enable the service provider to 
provide services, on payment bases to generate income. 
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Claims 28-35 are met as previously discussed with respect to claims 17-20. 
Claims 57-66 are met as previously discussed with respect to claims 17-20. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Crawford (6,781 ,608) discloses gradual image display. 

Appelman (6,677,968) discloses user definable on-line co-user. 

Kim (2003/0156134) discloses graphic chatting with organizational avatars. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Annan Q. Shang whose telephone number is 571- 

272- 7355. The examiner can normally be reached on 700am-400pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher S. Kelley can be reached on 571-272-7331. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Annan Q. Shang 



